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Balzac does not appear to have made any objection to these arrangements, though his legal studies cannot have been congenial to him ; but they were only spoken of at this time as a finish to his education—old M. de Balzac, Jiomme de loi himself, remarking that no man's education can be complete without a knowledge of ancient and modern legislation, and an acquaintance with the statutes of his own country. Perhaps Honore, wiser now than in his school-days, had learnt that all knowledge is equipment for the work of the world, and especially for a literary life. He certainly made good use of his time, and the results can be seen in many of his works, notably in the " Tene-breuse Affaire," which contains in the account of the famous trial a masterly exposition of the legislature of the First Empire, or in " Cesar Birotteau," which shows such thorough knowledge of the laws of bankruptcy of the time that its complicated plot cannot be thoroughly understood by any one unversed in legal matters.
Honore was very well occupied at this time, and his mother must have felt for once thoroughly satisfied with him. In addition to his study of law, he had to follow the course of lectures at the Sorbonne and at the College of France; and these studies were a delightful excuse for a very fitful occupation of his seat in the lawyer's office. Besides his multifarious occupations, he managed in the evening to find time to play cards with his grandmother, who lived with her daughter and son-in-
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